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eNews October 2014 
A Call to Prayer for our Brothers and Sisters in 
Sierra Leone and Liberia 
If one member suffers, all suffer together … 1 Cor. 12:26 ESV 

Our hearts are increasingly drawn to the suffering in West Africa 
as the Ebola virus continues to worsen – and particularly to Sierra 
Leone and Liberia, where Langham’s Preaching movements are 
well developed. We wanted to share with you news we have 
received from Christo Jonah, the country coordinator for LP in 
Sierra Leone, one of the countries hardest hit by the outbreak, 
including the very sad news that some pastors and “prophets” are 
using this crisis to spread a false gospel – including saying that 
the outbreak is a result of God’s judgment. Though many of 
Langham’s training events have been cancelled in the region, 
Christo and other volunteers have been working to minister to 
those affected where they can. This includes going on the radio to share encouragement from God’s Word.  [read on] 

In the midst of Ebola 
In May this year an article entitled ‘Broadcasting Christ’ was posted on the Langham website about an encouraging 
radio ministry in Sierra Leone in which Langham Preaching Trainers and Trainees were involved. 
That was before the shocking Ebola outbreak. 
On 15 September, Christo Jonah, the Langham Preaching Country Coordinator for Sierra Leone, wrote: We were on 
the radio yesterday, Sunday, for one hour encouraging all to continue to trust in God, especially Christians. We shared 
from Romans 8 about the Spirit-filled, justified life. This does not exempt us from the challenges of this current time 
but v. 28 says God is at work for our good.  It was a phone-in program, and we had a very good interaction with the 
public … After our regular broadcast on Thursday in Bo, we had two very encouraging calls. God is still at work, and 
His Word is doing His work. We will continue to persevere, no matter what may happen.  
Please pray for us and for those who are faced with extremely difficult situations at the moment… 
It is very serious and we need God’s intervention. We have been able to contact all the Langham folks in all the towns 
where we have work (15 towns) with the exception of Makeni and Kambia. We continue to make phone calls to pray 
for and encourage all to trust and hope in God. Our churches are trying to help but the situation is bad . . . We would 
appreciate it if our worldwide fellowship would continue to pray for us. There are new infections all over the country; 
prices have gone up significantly. Some areas and specific houses have been quarantined, and another doctor and 
nurse died yesterday.  All the major airlines have stopped flying here, borders have been closed, and motorbike taxis, 
which are the main means of transport, are now required to stop running at 7:00 p.m. There is general hardship 
especially in the regions that have been quarantined. 
On 9 October, he writes again: Our radio broadcasts cover a wide area outside the three towns in Sierra Leone from 
which we broadcast, even into the border towns of Cape Mount county in Liberia … The radio seems to be the most 

effective means to reach out to people because of the restriction to movement. 
However, some of our Langham folk have been out in their communities to 
encourage people … In Port Loko, for example, Pastor Freeman (the local 
Langham Preaching facilitator) has joined other pastors to pray and minister to 
those who are sick or awaiting diagnosis… 
One very important aspect of our work is to refute error. Some have been 
using the radio to scare people about God’s judgment or to claim extra 
powers to avert infections … 
We are looking at Psalms this month. I will be on the radio this coming Sunday 
to encourage all from Psalm 30. 
Some help has arrived. The Chinese have opened a treatment and holding 
centre outside Freetown; the Cubans are in the process of setting up a 
treatment centre … the British are sending 750 soldiers next week to help with 
the fight. There are many promises, but how fast can they set up hospitals and 
stop the transmission of infection? In Sierra Leone we have an average of 500 
new infections every week. On Sunday 120 persons died in the holding centre 
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in Hastings. Beds are full and people are being turned away. Many go home and continue to infect others. A speedy, 
massive medical intervention is needed to halt this disease. The prices of everything have gone up, in some cases by 
50%. Food is available, but very expensive.  
We thank you for your continued prayers. 
Let’s not forget our brothers and sisters in this terrible situation! Let’s pray. Let’s act too! 
John Stott said, “The church’s first duty toward society and its leaders is to pray for them.”  
Would you join us in praying for God’s grace, mercy and healing on our brothers and sisters throughout West 
Africa? 

For your prayers 
Rejoice in hope, endure in suffering, persist in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints … Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.’ (Romans 12:12, 13, 15) 
PREACHING: 
A country where the work is about to begin (Mongolia): 'Puje' Jamsran and Bayar Garam (country coordinators), 
together with Paul Barker (regional coordinator) and Hugh Kemp (facilitator), are searching currently for mutually 
agreeable dates so that the work can commence in 2015. 
Two countries where the work is needing to pause (Sierra Leone, Liberia): While the Ebola crisis has brought a 
halt to people gathering for preaching seminars, our people are closely involved in the care of others during this time 
of uncertainty and fear. Pray especially for country coordinators Christo Jonah (Sierra Leone) and Mathew Gonkerwon 
(Liberia). 
A region where there is no work at all (Middle East North Africa, MENA): We would love to see this change in 
2015. Please pray for the Lord's guidance as different options are explored. 
We would ask you also to pray for Paul Barker and Rory Shiner – the Aussie Team beginning a new work in Central 
Thailand the first week in November.  
LITERATURE: 
Kenya: Langham Literature staff will be meeting with the African partner publishers of Hippo books as well as the 
Africa Bible Commentary board in Nairobi.  Please pray for fruitful discussions and continued partnership in both the 
current and future African literature projects. 
India: Please pray for Jacob Cherian, who is writing the last New Testament contribution for the South Asia Bible 
Commentary - the Gospel of John. Please pray that he will meet his deadline of completing it by the end of this month. 
SCHOLARS: 
Post-doctorate Scholars: We give thanks to God for the successful fourth residency of the Langham International 
Research Seminar for post-doctorate Langham Scholars, which was held in Oxford and Cambridge last month. There 
was a real sense of God's presence, and all twelve present made real progress with their research and writing 
projects.  Please pray for the Scholars as they return to their own countries. 
Sierra Leone: Please pray for Joseph Bosco Bangura, a Langham Scholar, who is involved in a ministry which is 
caring for those affected by Ebola. 
Australia: Please pray for Ronald Lal Din Suah and his family as they prepare to return to life and ministry in 
Myanmar, continuing to serve the Burmese refugee community in Melbourne while Ronald finalises medical treatment. 
Please also pray for Qaiser Julius (from Pakistan) as he continues his studies, and particularly as he prepares to 
speak at The Freedom of Religion Conference at the University of Queensland in late October. 

 

Upcoming Langham Preaching events 

October 12 - 18 Liberia (postponed), Trinidad & 
Tobago, Bolivia, Zimbabwe, Vanuatu November 2 - 8 

Thailand (Central), Indonesia, 
South Africa, Tanzania, Ecuador, 
Liberia 

October 19 - 25 South Sudan (postponed), Guyana, 
Cambodia, Nigeria, El Savador November 9 - 15 Turkey, Kenya, Burundi, 

Zimbabwe 

Oct 26 – Nov 1 Ecuador, Turkey, Zambia, Zimbabwe November 16 - 22 Rwanda, Nigeria (postponed), 
Lesotho, Uganda 

 
Thank you for your prayers and support 
Wendy Toulmin AM  
Executive Officer, Langham Partnership Australia  
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