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As Christian missionaries were expelled 
from the Big Country in the middle of 
last century, many feared that the Church 
would wither and die. How we rejoiced 
when an easing of pressure and opening 
of the country from the 1980s revealed 
an unprecedented explosion of growth, 
with a flourishing underground church 
movement.

In the absence of trained Bible teachers 
and resources to support the pastors of 
churches during that time, God provided 
for His people with an extraordinary 
outpouring of wisdom and insight on 
those leading the growing flock. Ordinary 
Christians with no resources other than 
the Bible and the Spirit were empowered 
to lead, preach and train others in the 
Church. Those leaders are now elderly, 
and handing leadership over to the 
next generation, many of whom still do 
not have access to training or adequate 
resources to preach the Word clearly, 
faithfully and in a way that is relevant to 
the culture. An unexpected consequence 
of the miraculous intervention last 
century has been that many of the 
emerging leaders did not see the value 
in pursuing training and qualifications, 

even when it became possible to do so. 
Since the opening of the Big Country, 
many churches have suffered from false 
teaching.

God remains faithful, and his Church 
continues to flourish, however there 
is a desperate need for more workers 
and more training — a need becoming 
increasingly urgent, as new legislation 
means renewed crackdowns and penalties 
for Christian activity not associated with 
the State Church. 

Langham Partnership has been active 
in the Big Country through facilitating 
movements of biblical preaching and 
through providing some PhD scholarships. 
What is really needed now is a coordinator 
who can lead this work from within the 
Big Country: someone with a high level 
of theological education, the ability to 
teach and train at all levels of education 
and literacy, and access to support and 
resources from the outside. Such people 
are not easy to locate.

Meanwhile, here in Australia, there is a 
Langham Scholar from the Big Country 
who is seeking to return home, after 
completing a PhD in biblical studies. 

Raised in an atheist family, Rebecca 
became a Christian soon after university 
and was blessed by Christian friends and 
an insatiable desire to understand the 
Bible for herself. 

Once Rebecca committed her life 
to Christ, she sought teaching and 
fellowship in evangelical Churches as she 
pursued post graduate studies overseas. 
However, on her return home she saw 
the difference in the quality of teaching 
available and realised that she was being 
called to use her extraordinary academic 
and communication gifts to help teach 
and train other Christians at tertiary level. 
Rebecca gained a Langham Scholarship, 
which supported her during her doctoral 
studies in New Testament, studying 
beside her husband who was undertaking 
doctoral studies in Old Testament.
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God’s provision for Asian Christians 
under renewed pressure

“In 45 years of ministry,  
I have never seen a couple 
so equipped and well suited 
to the role to which they 
are preparing to go.”
– Rev David Jones,  
former Moderator General of the 
Presbyterian Church of Australia

“What took you so long?” It was my first 
trip to Fiji two years ago and the question 
came from a Christian student leader. 
“Forget that,” I said, “I’m here now. Are 
you interested in Langham training?” 
They were — and this January we ran the 
first seminar at the Coral Coast Christian 
Campsite outside Suva.

One pastor, Tukana Nakesu, told me 
that when he became a Christian he had 

Langham Preaching 
Launches in Fiji!

sought a church where the Bible was 
taught properly. He couldn’t find one. 
When he heard of Langham Preaching he 
realised it was exactly what he had been 
looking for. Tukana is now the Country 
Coordinator for Fiji and chairs the local 
organising committee.

Thirty people came for training from 
a variety of churches and ethnic 

backgrounds. Andy Shudall from Auckland 
NZ was our able and and experienced 
facilitator and out of it have come four 
preaching clubs that I ask your prayers for.

Thank you to those who pray and give for 
this vital work. 

Stephen Williams 
South Pacific, Regional Coordinator 



Langham Literature provides 
Majority World pastors, scholars 
and Bible college libraries with 

evangelical books and electronic 
resources through grants, discounts and 
distribution. We also foster the creation 
of indigenous evangelical books for 
pastors in many languages, through 
training workshops for writers and 
editors, sponsored writing, translation, 
strengthening local evangelical 
publishing houses, and investment in 
major regional literature projects.

As scholars, pastors and Christian 
leaders are equipped with resources 
needed to learn and teach God’s Word, 
relevant cultural issues are addressed 
from a biblical perspective, resulting in 
Christian growth and understanding. 

One example of the multiplicative 
impact of one book is the Africa Bible 
Commentary. For every commentary sent 
to a pastor in a local church, a minimum 
of 10-12 other pastors and lay preachers 
are sharing this resource. Multiply that 
by more than 100,000 volumes already 
distributed and millions of lives are 
impacted.

Langham Literature continually strives 
to nurture strategic publishing projects. 
At present, the focus is on one-volume 
Bible commentaries that allow the word of 
God to speak relevantly to contemporary 
realities in particular regions. The following 
principles guide all these projects:

• The authors must be indigenous 
scholars, writing from within their own 
contexts, for the people of their region.

• All contributions must be in line with 
and support the confessional direction 
of the Lausanne Covenant.

•  The work must contribute to 
developing the infrastructure of 
Christian publishing in the region.

The Africa Bible Commentary was first 
published in 2006 in English; this was 
followed by a French translation in 2008, 
Swahili and Portuguese in 2010 and 
Malagasy in 2013. Amharic and Hausa 
translations are due to be printed this 
year. Meanwhile, a revision of the ABC 
is now well under way with a strong, 
united team of younger African scholars 
from the different regions in Africa and a 
Majority World editor who was trained by 
Langham.

The South Asia Bible Commentary 
was published in 2015 in English. A Hindi 
translation is well underway (editing 
yet to be completed) and an Urdu 
translation is also progressing well. A 
Tamil translation has begun and a team 
is being formed to commence a Bangla 
translation. A Malayalam translation is 
also at an early stage.

The Slavic Bible Commentary was 
published in 2016 in Russian. Creation 

of this involved 94 Slavic authors from 
various countries of the former Soviet 
Union. Work has commenced on the 
translation into English and there are 
plans to start translation into Ukrainian 
later in the year. There is also some 
early stage work on a translation of 
the Commentary in to Kazakh, which 
will include translation of the whole 
Commentary and contextualizing 
approximately 50 additional articles and 
some text pieces for Central Asian church 
leaders. Some members of the Editorial 
Board now lead the work on the Central 
Eastern European Bible Commentary.

Arabic Contemporary Commentary  
The Arabic Contemporary Commentary 
for the Bible is due to be published in 
2018 and will include 66 Books and over 
120 articles. The work is being progressed 
by the Coptic Evangelical Organization 
for Social Services (CEOSS) through Dar El 
Thaqfa Christian publishing house.

Latin American Bible Commentary 
(Comentario bíblico contemporáneo – CBC)  
There have been some delays to this 
project but the last 12 books in the 
Commentary are now subject to final 
revision by the General Editor. The web 
site of the CBC continues to be developed, 
with content being steadily added. Plans 
are being developed for launch events 
in each country. A formal publication 
date is not yet set, but it is finally nearing 
completion!

Central Eastern European  
Bible Commentary  
An Editorial Team is progressing work on 
this resource. Potential contributors have 
been identified and over a hundred topics 
identified for articles for the Commentary. 
The Editorial Team has received writers’/
editors’ training provided by Langham and 
in spite of its overwhelming nature, they 
have confidence that this huge task of 
writing a relevant contextual commentary 
for the CEE region is manageable.

Langham Literature:  
Resourcing the Majority World Church

Update on the progress of one-volume commentaries

“We must be global 
Christians with a 
global vision,  
because our God  
is a global God”  
– John Stott



I t was while waiting for the results of 
his bar exam that Moises first asked 
God to use his life to impact others. 

“I was visiting a friend who was a youth 
pastor, and he invited me to attend a 
movie night to see Amazing Grace—the 
life of William Wilberforce. After, I uttered 
a prayer to the Lord, ‘I hope, Lord, when 
the bar exam results come, You may also 
use me like William Wilberforce to have an 
impact on the society.’”

Today, as a prosecution attorney in the 
special cases division of the Department 
of Justice in Manila, Philippines, Moises is 
impacting the lives of some of the most 
vulnerable by seeking justice for victims 
of human trafficking. He explains, “Human 
trafficking is an issue here because of the 
poverty—and most of the victims just 
want to survive each day. Just like in a 
typical human trafficking case, most of the 
victims are women.”

But he says it wasn’t until he enrolled in 
classes at Asian Theological Seminary 
(ATS) that he began to understand the 
connection between the gospel, his own 
work, and what it means to bring Jesus 
into your profession. At ATS, he studied 
under Langham Scholar Dr Athena 
Gorospe. 

Dr Gorospe, a theological leader who 
received her PhD with support from 
Langham, is multiplying herself into 
the lives of her students, like Moises, 
who go on to impact their communities 
with a solid foundation in God’s Word. 
“I’ve mentored a lot of students,” she 
says. “Many of them are doing pastoral 

A Passion for Justice by Kira Krieger

Gillean Smiley Langham Australia Executive Officer writes:

One Sunday afternoon in 1938, the 40-year-old Rev. E.J.H. Nash delivered an address to the members of the 
Christian Union at Rugby School in Warwickshire (UK).

His text was Pilate’s question: “What then shall I do with Jesus, who is called the Christ?”. One 17 year old 
listener was struck by the notion that he needed to do anything at all with Jesus, and that night he knelt by his 
bed and gave his life to the Lord. 80 years later, we are still benefiting from the teaching, writing and perhaps 
most of all the vision of that young student — who of course was John Stott. How many people since then 
have heard God’s Word clearly and faithfully expounded and applied, through the countless thousands of Bible 
teachers and preachers who have been trained and equipped through Langham Partnership?

Of course we thank God for the well known and rightly celebrated modern day heroes of the faith. But right now 
I am thanking God for Rev. Nash, and his faithful witness to a bunch of (probably) unlikely looking teenage boys.

ministry, some are in seminaries teaching, 
and then there are others, like Moises, 
who are in the marketplace doing the 
work of the kingdom… I see so much of 
God’s work being done in their lives in 
different spheres of life.”

“Before entering ATS, and 
being under Dr Gorospe, 
I just viewed my work as 
simple work. After entering 
the seminary and learning 
about what Scripture says, I 
see they are image bearers, 
the concept of Imago Dei… 
I developed compassion. 
That revolutionized the way 
I handle cases.”

Moises says that Dr Gorospe helped 
him view his work as more than just a 
job, but as a calling from God. “She was 
instrumental in opening my eyes when 

it comes to the concepts of justice and 
mercy… and she enabled me to read 
Scripture and apply it to my line of work. 
I’m just overwhelmed by the work of the 
Lord that I’m now being used by God to 
administer justice to the vulnerable.”

More than just justice, Moises now sees 
himself able to offer them something only 
Jesus can truly deliver: hope.

“In human trafficking cases, what is the 
most important to the victim is the concept 
of hope… So, praying with them and then 
journeying with them somehow helps 
them process the situation, and [know] that 
God still loves and cares for them,” he says. 
“I don’t just see it as a mere job. I now have 
embraced it as my advocacy.”

As a friend and supporter of Langham, 
your gifts help equip leaders like Dr 
Gorospe who multiply leaders like Moises 
to bring justice, hope and healing into 
some of the most broken parts of society. 
We are grateful.

Moises (left) and 
Langham Scholar 
Dr Athena Gorospe, 
who received her 
PhD with support 
from Langham. She 
teaches at the Asian 
Theological  
Seminary in the 
Philippines, where 
her students graduate 
ready to influence 
their communities  
for Christ. 

God’s provision 
for Asian Christians 
Continued from Page 1
A requirement of Langham Scholarships 
is that successful candidates must return 
to their home country or region and 
commit to at least ten years of providing 

theological education. Rebecca and her 
husband are both passionately eager to 
return to the Big Country and are pursuing 
their dream to teach at a seminary there. 
In a wonderful partnership, their home 
congregation in Australia, Ann Street 
Presbyterian Church in Brisbane, has 
become the “sending church”, supporting 
Rebecca to undertake the role of 
Coordinator of Langham Preaching. As a 

result, she and her husband will be able to 
combine their formal training of Christian 
leaders with the coordination of the 
Preaching program, extending Langham’s 
work in the Asian region.

Please join with us in prayer for this 
young family as they prepare to return 
to the Big Country in June this year 
to take up a vital and challenging 
ministry.



Langham Partnership’s International 
Ministries Director Chris Wright seeks 
a biblical response to current world 

events.

Right now, we are living in a terminal phase 
of western civilization that is experiencing 
the inevitable results of prolonged idolatry: 
the outworking of God’s judgment in 
processes glaringly illustrated in the story 
of Old Testament Israel. But in such a world, 
we are called neither to abandon hope 
(for the future belongs to the kingdom of 
God), nor to desert our mission (for Christ 
still sends us into the world as the Father 
sent him). What then will following Jesus 
demand of us today? I suggest four things 
at least, assuming we are committed to 
God’s mission and sharing the good news of 
what God has done in Christ to reconcile the 
world to Himself.

We must be kingdom people
Jesus came preaching the good news of the 
Kingdom of God. The call to discipleship 
was fundamentally a challenge to accept 
and submit to God’s reign, and to shape the 
whole of life accordingly. Jesus’ first followers 
knew the potential cost of living as citizens of 
the Kingdom of God in a world that boasted 
the kingdom of Rome and Caesar.

For them, it meant rejecting BOTH collusion 
with the oppressive power and wealth 
of Rome, AND some radical alternatives, 
whether of a religious or revolutionary 
nature like the Essenes or the Zealots (what 
might be labelled in our world as hard 
right or hard left politics). Instead, they 
were called to practise the values of God’s 
kingdom, as taught and modelled by Jesus 
himself — breaking down social barriers, 
practising radical forgiveness, cancelling 
debts, turning the other cheek, generosity 
to the poor, loving even the enemy. 
These were radical and subversive of the 
established order, boundaries and codes of 
their day — both Jewish and Roman.

When we declare that Jesus is Lord, not 
Caesar, we are acknowledging that we are 
called to follow the Jesus of the cross, not 
the ‘Jesus’ of Constantine — or the ‘Jesus’ of 
those who claim his name as ‘evangelicals’ 
to support a blatantly immoral regime. We 
need to re-examine our loyalties, and ask 
if we have submitted our political views, 
choices and support, to the criteria of God’s 
kingdom as revealed in Scripture.

We must be Bible people
The Bible is fundamentally the story of God, 
the universe and everything, from creation 
to new creation.

The Bible is like a great drama in six acts: 
creation (Act 1); rebellion (Act 2); promise 
— Old Testament Israel (Act 3); fulfilment in 
the gospel of Christ (Act 4); mission of the 
church (Act 5); new creation (Act 6).

Followers of Jesus are called to live in and 
for that story — and to orient our lives in 
relation to what it tells us about who we 
are and why we are here, as the people 

of God for the sake of God’s mission. Our 
lives should be governed by this great 
overarching story of the Bible — what God 
has done, is doing, and will complete in the 
future. This is our narrative.

However, many Christians are simply living 
in the world’s story and trying to make 
the Bible ‘relevant’ to that. We should not 
merely seek to apply the Bible to our lives 
(as if our lives were the centre of reality), but 
rather apply our lives to the truth and story 
of the Bible. We have lost the plot — the 
biblical plot. We have forgotten the story we 
are supposed to be in. Specifically, we live 
within ‘Act 5’ of the great scripture drama 
— the age of mission. We are living in the 
Bible’s story — what kind of people do 
we need to be in order to live consistently 
within that story?

We must be contrast people
Jesus’ followers must be as distinctive as 
he was. We live in a political era defined 
by relentless falsehoods and lies (so-called 
‘post-truth’ culture). We endured mendacity 
on an industrial scale during the Brexit 
campaign [Chris is based in the UK], in 
exaggerated unfulfillable promises and 
false hopes, along with demonising and 
blaming of the weak, the poor and the 
foreigner for social problems they did not 
cause. We see corruption, self-enrichment, 
and moral depravity in high places; the kind 
of spiritual powers of evil that Paul warns us 
about in Eph. 6.

In such a world (which was similar in Jesus’ 
day), Christ called his followers to be ‘salt 
and light’ — a powerful combination of 
metaphors (Matt. 5:13-16). Probably he was 
echoing Isaiah 58:6-8, 10, where God looks 
for the light of good works, social justice 
and compassion, and calls it ‘righteousness.’ 
Both metaphors speak of contrast and 
distinctiveness.

Jesus’ words make two assumptions: a) The 
world around us is corrupt and dark, and b) 
followers of Jesus can make a difference — 
just as salt and light does. They carry two 
implications: a) We must penetrate society 
(not withdraw from it), b) yet also retain our 
distinctiveness within society. We must be in 
the world, but different from the world.

If there is no real difference, we become 
part of the problem itself — contributing 
to the division and degeneration of society. 
Compromised Christians raise severe 
questions about the nature of their Christian 
profession, questions that are now being 
asked by Christians in other parts of the 
world about the stance of some prominent 
American evangelicals in support of Donald 
Trump. Some evangelicals in the Majority 
World are struggling even to use the 
word ‘evangelical’, which has become so 
corrupted by that unholy alliance.

We must be praying people
Followers of Jesus must be people of prayer, 
as he was. He taught us what we call ‘the 
Lord’s Prayer’, but perhaps we blithely 

Chris Wright’s Word on the World

repeat it with little thought about its 
challenging political significance.

‘Your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven…’ That is an astonishing 
prayer! — that the rule and will of God 
should operate on earth, not just ‘up in 
heaven’, or ‘eventually’. Do we understand 
and mean it? Do we act in relation to 
that prayer, in our political opinions and 
decisions — as citizens and voters? Do we 
search the Scriptures to see what God’s 
kingdom means, or what God’s will is, in 
relation to social, economic and political life, 
work, the law-courts, government, etc.? The 
Bible (especially the Bible of Jesus, what we 
call the Old Testament) has plenty to say on 
all this. And when we have done our biblical 
thinking, do we pray for the values of God’s 
kingdom and will to be upheld on earth, 
in our nation and neighbourhood? If not, 
what’s the point of the prayer?

In the first ten Psalms, we find urgent, 
passionate, desperate, prayer to God 
in relation to the political realm and 
its evil. They pray that God would put 
down the wicked in power, and vindicate 
the oppressed (as Mary prayed in the 
Magnificat).

Do we have the courage to pray like David 
does in Psalm 10? Do we make use of the 
prayers in the political realm that God has 
given us in Scripture? Does your church ever 
obey Paul’s command in 1Timothy 2:1-2? 
I have been in many churches where it is 
completely ignored.

I see no contradiction in both praying for 
our rulers (they are sinners in need of God’s 
love and mercy), and also praying against 
them — when their policies or actions 
manifestly contradict what the Bible teaches 
as God’s standards and values. I’ve done that 
for years. I think the Bible authorises both 
kinds of prayer.

In conclusion, we are still called to be 
followers of the crucified Lord, and to lift 
up his cross and bear witness to him. We 
are to lift up that cross precisely in this 
world of evil, folly and confusion. For it 
was in such a world, and for such a world, 
that Jesus died and rose again, and calls 
us to follow him.



Please pray for these Langham Preaching events: 

Cut off this slip and use it to pray for Langham
’s m

inistry.

* Where countries are considered sensitive, the region is 
mentioned rather than the country.

March 11-17 Middle East, Guyana, Indonesia

March 18-24 Liberia, Europe meeting, Indonesia (2), 
Sierra Leone

March 25-31 Liberia, Uganda, Bosnia & Herzegovina, 
Indonesia, South Sudan, Sierra Leone

April 1-7 East Asia

April 8-14 Nigeria, Ethiopia, Indonesia (2), Liberia, 
Sierra Leone

April 15-21 Indonesia, South Asia, Argentina
April 22-28 South Asia
April 29-May 5 Sierra Leone, Spain, Chile

May 6-12 Global meeting, Indonesia, Liberia, 
Zimbabwe

May 13-19 Indonesia (2), Bolivia, Chile
May 20-26 South Africa, Uganda (2) 
May 27- June 2 Switzerland, Zimbabwe
June 10-16 Indonesia
June 17-23 Romania

July 1-7 Indonesia, Uganda, Vanuatu, 
Zimbabwe

July 15-21 South Asia, Liberia
July 22-28 Asia Forum, Liberia
July 29- August 4 Ecuador, Peru, Zimbabwe
August 12-18 Liberia, Uganda
August 19-25 Liberia
August 26- Sept 1 Romania, Zimbabwe
September 2-8 Liberia
September 10-16 Colombia, South Asia, Croatia

Preaching Calendar Prayer Points
• Pray that Langham Preaching training will 

continue to emphasis a biblical worldview 
and relevant life application so that the global 
Church will grow in maturity.

• Pray that all those trained in Langham 
Preaching will be characterised by humility, 
integrity and simplicity.

• Pray for the All India Strategy to train trainers who 
can begin preaching movements in six language 
groups covering most of Central and South 
India. Please pray that God would bring the right 
people to carry this forward as only five people 
from each language group can be trained.

• Please continue to pray for Scholars studying in 
Australia: Anwar Berhe (Ethiopia) and George 
Bishai (Egypt); remember also their families 
with them here. Pray too for Vuyani Sindo and 
his young family in South Africa.

• Pray for those working on the Latin America 
Bible Commentary, that there will be no further 
disruptions to the work so that it may soon be 
published and distributed to bless the Church 
in this region.

• Please pray for all Christian authors trying to 
write in situations of great social and political 
upheaval, such as South Sudan.

The dates over the page are correct at time of 
printing but may change! For a weekly emailed 
update, contact us at australia@langham.org to 
request the Preaching Prayershot.
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My Gift
I want to —

 Give $  regularly — monthly 
/ quarterly / annually (circle whichever 
applies). 

 Give a one off gift of $   
Please make cheques payable to Langham 
Partnership (Aust) or complete card details 
over the page.

Please use my donation:

Where Most Needed

Langham Scholars

Langham Literature

Langham Preaching

My Total Donation
 Yes, I would like to receive Daily Thoughts 
along with the monthly eNews.

My Address
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr/Rev 
Family Name 

First Name 

Address 

 Postcode 

Email 

Phone 

Payment Authority
Credit Card Donations
Card Type Visacard / Mastercard
Card Number 

   

Expiry Date  

Name on Card 

Signed 

Date / /

Periodical Payments/
Internet Deposits
You may wish to arrange with your bank to 
set up periodical payments from your account 
directly to the Langham Partnership bank 
account or to transfer monies directly via 
internet banking. The details you will need are:
Account Name Langham Partnership (Aust)
Bank and Branch Westpac, Springwood NSW
BSB 032 837 Account Number 144002

See website for online donations
langham.org
Langham Partnership Australia 
PO Box 530 Springwood NSW 2777

For More Information: 
Phone 02 4751 9036 
Email australia@langham.org

Response Form Response Form

For information on leaving a gift in your will, 
contact the office on 02 4751 9036.


