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On 30 September 2019, a very special Langham Preaching 
training commenced in Cootamundra, NSW. This was the first 
ever Langham Preaching seminar held in Australia with 
Australian Indigenous pastors.

Aboriginal pastor Rick Manton who ministers in Western Sydney, 
attended Level One Langham training at the Christian Leaders 
Training College in the Papua New Guinea Highlands ten years ago and believed then it could be helpful for his people. 
However, various circumstances prevented it happening in Australia until last year.

Langham Preaching Regional Coordinator for the South Pacific, Stephen Williams, led the training. Joining him were 
ministers Steve Etherington and Cliff Letcher. Steve and his wife Narelle spent many years in Arnhem Land (northern 
Australia) translating the bible into the local Aboriginal language. Cliff works with Australian Indigenous Ministries. 

If we look only at numbers, it appears to be a disappointing start: seven potential participants did not attend, as they 
were involved in another event. Consequently there were only eight participants, from both city and country churches, 
including Rick and his wife Kayleen. Yet, small as it was, this event represented the fulfilment of a long-hoped and 
prayed-for desire on the part of many in Langham Australia. ?A great bond between us all was established very 
quickly. People responded to the training with enthusiasm. There was thoughtful part icipation and discussion ?  
and it  was simply great fun. A very gifted musician led our thanksgiving and singing on the course" said Stephen.

So why is this t raining for aboriginal pastors needed? Rick and Kayleen believe that there is a ?spiritual gap? 
between indigenous and non-indigenous pastors in Australia that needs to be closed.

For a number of reasons, many Aboriginal pastors have never 
attended Bible College and are not trained in how to preach. 
Apart from financial barriers and the demands of ministry, there is 
recognition that our cultural backgrounds and understandings are 
different. ?Aboriginal pastors don?t want to come out of Bible 
College with a ?western? mind-set?  but the level of preaching [in 
indigenous churches] needs to be lifted?  we want our mob to be 
able to preach [the Word] clearly? explains Rick.

Indigenous communities are dealing with generational trauma; 
unemployment, drug and alcohol problems and domestic abuse and 
pastors need to be able to minister to people who are struggling with 
these issues. "Our community desperately needs good strong 
indigenous preachers to help us grow spiritually?says Kayleen.

Rick and Kayleen would love to see the Langham training spread around the country for all Indigenous pastors.

Looking Ahead  We are excited to report that Level 2 training (with an intense Level 1 refresher especially for new 
participants) will commence in May 2020 at Cootamundra. Please pray for indigenous preachers to be able to attend. 
We know that the Word preached with authority and relevance bears fruit that grows and multiplies, bringing 
transformation to individuals, families and communities. Please pray that this will happen for our Indigenous brothers 
and sisters.
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Thank you for your response to the June 2019 Annual Appeal . Your generosity helped the Indigenous Preaching work 
begin, along with the ongoing and growing work in the South Pacif ic. The June 2020 Annual Appeal, will focus ent irely 
on the Indigenous work and our plans for growth into more remote communit ies.
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Why is a Latin American Bible Commentary needed?
Many pastors in Latin America have never had access to 
seminary training and rely on books for developing their 
understanding of Scripture. From the isolated communities of the high Andes to the shanty 
towns of the continent?s mega-cities, thousands of such pastors care for the church in Latin 
America. Often they are lay pastors who combine church leadership with a secular job.

In general terms, the countries of Latin America have high levels of poverty, and the Protestant 
church is particularly active in these sectors of society. Literacy levels are quite high (between 
75% and 98%), as is interest in books. There is an acute need for books which are suitable for 
working pastors. 

A contemporary commentary in their own language and from their own context will help 
pastors preach from the Bible in a way that is relevant to their congregations. As Comentario 
Biblico Contemporaneo (CBC) committee member Rosalee Ewell said, ?We want this to be the 
kind of book that every church in São Paulo would want to buy for its own pastors.?

What is unique about the Latin American Bible Commentary?
The CBC is aimed at grass-roots Christian leaders ?  pastors, lay leaders, youth and Bible study leaders who want a 
concise guide to aid them in preparation to preach as well as for personal Bible study. It is also aimed at theological 
students and church members. There are very few other suitable and available resources for them.

The Commentary is important because it helps the reader understand every part of the whole 
Bible, in an accessible style and language. Sermons in Latin America often quote a small 
selection of texts, ignoring many parts of God?s word, including the Old Testament. The CBC 
aims to stimulate the study and the expository preaching of Scripture, in a way that is relevant 
to the lives of people living in South and Central America. The commentary also includes over 
100 ?bridge? articles written by specialists in each field, pointing the reader to Biblical principles 
relating to contemporary issues such as the ?prosperity gospel? and corruption. Biblical and 
practical, it is written with a Latin American passion and style.

The Comentario Biblico Contemporaneo is now available!
It took 12 years and has involved more than 100 writers! Production of a commentary 
such as this represents a huge amount of work - as well as writers, editors are required for both 
content and style. Finding them was a challenge at times! Then there was translation - getting 
effective translation from Portuguese to Spanish was another challenge which delayed the 
project. Page design, proof-reading, finance (including fund-raising) and distribution plans were 
all part of the process.

A short provisional print run was prepared in time for the 2018 EXPOLIT book fair, the principal 
meeting point for Christian publishers, distributors and booksellers in the Spanish language 
world. During that event the response from Christian leaders and pastors was extremely 
positive. Dr Samuel Pagán, chief translation consultant at the International Bible Society, spoke for many when he said 
that this is a work that every pastor and student should have and use.

Distribution and multiple launch events
Distribution commenced in July 2019 and is being planned on a country-by-country basis (21 sovereign states and 
several dependent territories).

Launch events are also being held in various countries across the continent, in coordination with friends such as the 
Langham Preaching groups, IFES student ministries and theological seminaries.
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Langham Australia Committee member Rt Rev Dr Paul Barker 
was present at the CBC launch event in Colombia in September 
2019 (having just spoken at a Langham Preaching event in 
the country). He wrote, ?What an utter joy to have just 
been at the Colombian launch of the Latin American Bible 
Commentary in Spanish. I had tears in my eyes. Jorge 
Atencia, who is significantly involved in Langham 
Preaching and escuelitas [Preaching clubs] in Colombia, 
spoke of the need to read and study, and Elizabeth Sendek 
(Rector of FUSBC Medellin) interviewed Milton Acosta 
(co-editor of the commentary). The photograph above 
right shows most of the Colombian contributors to the 
commentary. Praise be to God.?

Extra benefit to the Church in Latin America
One extra benefit to the church has been the personal growth of 
the CBC authors, many of whom had not previously written for 
publication, but who have now learned the importance of the 
printed word. For these men and women to get hold of a copy in 
their own hands has been an emotional experience. We pray 
that more will go on to deepen their studies of the Bible and to 
write effectively to communicate God?s truth, and so amplify 
their service to the church.

A January 2020 update from the team
?We praise God for the excellent reception that the Comentario 
Bíblico Contemporáneo is receiving across the continent. With 
the second print run nearly sold out, we shall have to do a third 
printing soon. Given the distances involved, as well as the 
political obstacles in some countries, there is still much to do. 
For example, distribution to Venezuela and Cuba has barely 
begun. In both countries we shall have to offer the commentaries 
at discounted prices, due to the extremely low income levels of the 
majority...Join with us in praising God for the reception and impact of the Commentary. Please pray for the detailed work 
involved in the distribution to more than 20 countries, and for the additional resources that we offer through the web site 
as well as in workshops.?

Chris Wright, International Ministries Director for Langham Partnership International said,
?[The CBC] is thoroughly indigenous and contextual. We believe it will be a tremendous tool for thousands of pastors and 
preachers across the continent -just as the other one-volume whole Bible commentaries have been in other parts of the 
world -the Africa Bible Commentary, South Asia Bible Commentary, Slavic (Russian) Bible Commentary and the Arabic 
Bible Commentary. All of these have been Langham major projects over the past decade and more.?

Ten women from Latin America who are involved in 
Langham Preaching were able to attend the first Langham 
Preaching Women?s Forum in Cyprus last year. They were 
delighted to each receive their own copy of the CBC.

1. An affordable, one-volume commentary on the entire 
Bible, written in simple language, using local metaphors 
and imagery with a minimum of theological jargon.

2. Written in Spanish, it is known as the ?Contemporary 
Bible Commentary?. There are 20 Spanish-speaking 
countries in Latin America.

3. A Portuguese version (for Brazil) is well-advanced and 
work on an English version has also started.

4. The website address for the Spanish version is 
www.comentariobiblico.info 
It contains further material related to each book 
commentary and article, short videos from the authors 
and other useful material.

5. Social media is also being used to promote the 
Commentary.

Latin American Bible Commentary Facts:

Dr Milton Acosta is a Langham Scholar and 
Old Testament editor of the CBC. He is a professor 
of Old Testament and chair of the Biblical Sciences 
Research Group at la Fundación Universitaria 
Seminario Bíblico (FUSBC) in Colombia.

https://comentariobiblico.info
https://comentariobiblico.info


Langham is grateful for your generous 
partnership? and we celebrate the ways 
God is using your gifts and prayers to draw 
His people toward Jesus around the world! 
Together, and by His grace, we are seeing 
transformational leaders like Juan José 
Barreda Toscano, equipped with a PhD and 
now multiplying disciples in their nations.

Juan José is a Christlike leader whose PhD, 
which he received with support from 
Langham, has enabled him to extend the 
impact of his ministry throughout Argentina.  
Juan José embodies what it  means to be 
the hands and feet of Christ in his nation, 
and he is training others to do the same.

Under his leadership, his church wanted to help people struggling on the streets of Buenos Aires, Argentina. While they 
couldn?t afford to build a homeless shelter, they did something even more transformational: they built 9 living spaces 
inside their church as a safe place for families to live while they get back on their feet. In the sanctuary, the pews line the 
walls and couches are placed in circles at the centre to emulate a family atmosphere? a true living room for the ?least of 
these? that Jesus loves.

Juan José also brings this holistic view of ministry to the 1,300 students who go through the online Bible school he 
founded. One of these students is Ariel, a pastor who says he changed his church?s relationship with their neighbours 
after taking courses about Jesus and His mission from Biblical Virtual. 

He shares, ?Following Jesus used to mean ?go to church and be inside the building,? but today following Jesus is to go 
outside and be with the people!? 
His church now cares for the spiritual, academic, and physical needs of families in the neighbourhood.

Together, with you, Langham is dedicated to raising up more transformational leaders like Juan José. We are grateful for 
your partnership in this work that enables Christian leaders to be trained to impact their world for Christ.

Equipped to 
Mult iply 

Disciples in 
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Langham Partnership Australia is delighted to welcome our new Chairperson, Jill McGilvray. 
Jill replaces our former Chairperson, Trevor Cork. We are glad that he continues to make his 
experience and knowledge of Langham available to the Australian Committee.

Jill is well known for her work as practitioner, lecturer and author in the field of pastoral care, 
with particular skills in working with children affected by grief and trauma. In demand as a 
speaker and trainer, Jill has helped people across Australia and internationally understand 
how to show God?s love and compassion ?with skin on?.

Langham Partnership International is a worldwide organisation that deeply values people ? as individuals and 
collectively as the family of God. So it is no surprise that Jill was asked to represent Australia on the Langham Partnership 
International Council (LPIC), nor that she quickly formed excellent working relationships ? and friendships - with LPIC 
members from every country represented, as well as with the LPI senior staff. In recognition of her valuable contribution 
and skills, Jill has now been elected as incoming Chairperson of LPIC, commencing in October this year. In the meantime, 
she is leading the LPIC subcommittee responsible for planning the transition and selection of a new International 
Director, to follow Mark Hunt.

In a recent email to the Leadership Team, the International Ministries Director, Rev. Dr Chris Wright expressed the feelings 
of many when he wrote: ?First thing to say is how much I appreciate Jill -  she is really a Godsend at this moment, and I am 
very glad she will be taking the LPIC Chair later this year. She has such love and respect for all of us, and ?  has a deep 
awareness of the past and the needs for the future?.

The public face of Langham Partnership is the crucial and strategic work happening in over 80 countries ? and rightly so. 
And yet this work could not continue without the careful, prayerful and skilled leadership and governance of the LPIC 
at a global level, and locally through the LPA Committee. Please join with me in thankfulness for the faithful service of 
our Committee, and in prayer and rejoicing for the service of Jill as the new Chairperson of both LPA and (soon) LPIC.

Gillean Smiley, Langham Australia Executive Officer writes: 
Celebrat ing a new beginning

Jill McGilvray

Juan José
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