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Transformational training for 87 pastors in Ghana

?This training will impact my life and ministry" ... ?The group work 
opened my eyes" ... ?My sermons will be properly prepared? ...
?I have been transformed by this training?. These are just some of 
the posit ive comments made by those who attended the 
in-person preaching training in Accra, Ghana in May. Langham 
partnered with Global Evangelical Church to host 87 pastors from 
the denominat ion for the four-day ?Level 1? event.  It  included 
interact ive workshop sessions, Bible exposit ions and introduced 
the concept of Christ-centred preaching.

?Twist ing scripture?
Victor Obeng, Preaching Movement 
Coordinator for Ghana,  (pictured left) 
said this training is needed because 
most of the preaching in his country is 
?motivat ional and what the 
congregat ion want to hear?.
?Some preachers preach out of context 
and twist scripture to meet their 
parochial interest. Based on this, most 
Church members are not growing to 

maturity in Christ  because they are not being fed with the truth.?
This training event was a huge success, with many attendees 
saying their preaching will definitely change from now on. All 
at tendees were given copies of The Challenges of Preaching by 
John Stott  and Greg Scharf.

Humility and engagement
A secular news website in Ghana reported on the seminar, saying 
that Victor ?commended the part icipants for exhibit ing high 
levels of humility and engagement?.
The Right Rev. Dr. Setorwu Kwadzo Ofori, Moderator of the 
Global Evangelical Church, urged part icipants to ?put all that they 
were taught into act ion?, the website reported.
Denominat ional leaders in Ghana are concerned about false 
teaching and the so-called ?prosperity gospel?. Therefore many 
are invit ing Langham to train their pastors.  
Praise God for this good news story!

But what about the pandemic? How has that 
affected the Preaching program?
As you?d expect, many Preaching seminars were cancelled when 
the pandemic hit  in 2020. Ongoing lockdowns have made 

in-person events difficult , although some have been held. 
Fortunately many events have been able to be held online. 
Over the July 2020-June 2021 year, 205 seminars were held, 
114 (56%) of which were held online (remote learning).
Paul Windsor, Internat ional Director of Preaching writes,
?The recent twelve months has been defined by the pandemic. 
For Langham Preaching, which spreads across the globe, it has been 
relentless. Our hearts and prayers are drawn into the intensity of a 
crisis in a country over here and then ... we find ourselves rushing 
across and being pulled into the suffering in a country over there. 
There is no relief ?  and then when the ?waves? return ?  once, twice, 
three times ?  it?s easy for there to spread helplessness, even 
hopelessness. However, under God?s hand and by God?s grace, our 
people have shown such resilience. They?ve endured. What?s more, 
the work continues to grow and to spread??

Paul describes what  has nurtured this resilience. He reports:

Communication: 
The leadership teams 
have been meeting 
frequently (sometimes 
weekly), with 50% of the 
t ime spent in praying, 
sharing, having fun 
together; and 50% of the 
t ime doing business. 
Various social media 
platforms have been used 
extensively and effect ively.

Care: The team has been intent ionally trying to create spaces in 
which people care for each other. One of them wrote recent ly: 
?There is no sense in which I feel uncared for, isolated or adrift  on 
this team ?  it  must be one of the weirdest things about this 
whole season, but I don?t think I?ve ever felt  more a part  of a team 
than I have done in the last 18 months.?

Collaboration: One example is ?Langham Connect?: a global group 
of leaders who are planning how to best equip preachers and 
facilitators online, remotely. The border-less Zoom environment 
enables people to gather from anywhere at any t ime ?  and the 
team are making the most of it !

Creativity: New ways of doing things are emerging. Preaching 
movements are forming around preaching clubs, without 
in-person seminars. This has happened in Georgia, Moldova and 
Kazakhstan, Sarawak and East Timor. Moving beyond relying on 
print resources is happening quickly. 

Despite the challenges of the pandemic, Langham Preaching 
movements across the world are growing, adapt ing and pressing 
forward in their purpose of training preachers to teach God?s 
Word in a way that is faithful, clear and relevant to their context. 

We would love you to pray regularly for this vital work. 
Every week, the team sends out the Preaching Prayershot 
by email - a list of what is on that week and any particular 
prayer requests from the facilitators. Please send an email 
to australia@langham.org if you would like to receive these 
update emails to help you pray.
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Paul Windsor has been spending 
a lot of time on Zoom recently!
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Lament, communit ies of care, and the new normal  
Like a mighty storm, COVID-19 has left  the world reeling and 
rocking with the very foundations of ?normal? shaken. We shall 
never be the same again as we learn that pandemics are no 
respecter of persons? the royal or lowly, rich or poor, the aged or 
babes. We have been equalised? white, black, and colored, Asian, 
European, and African. We have seen the underbelly of powerful 
nat ions and been reminded that we all are equal before our 
Creator God. We all cry with the same tears, our hearts are broken 
in the same way, and our worries and fears are as palpable as those 
near and far.

As nat ions face over 90 million COVID-19 infect ions and economic 
recession, the whole world cont inues to grapple with traumatic 
disrupt ions? increasing COVID-19 deaths; tweets of health 
workers holding hands of dying pat ients as they pass on far away 
from family and friends; parents struggling to balance work and 
homeschooling, while under the stress and fear of losing their jobs; 
millions feeling the isolat ion of the lockdown and the anxiety that 
there is no cure as yet. ?How long?? we wonder. COVID-19 is not 
the only crisis. Many countries are spiraling downwards 
economically, not only due to the pandemic, but also from corrupt 
leadership and self-centered polit ical conniving, leaving many 
wondering? what next?

Psychosocial impact of 
COVID-19
Traumatic incidents come suddenly and 
leave a trail of fear, death, and 
destruct ion. COVID-19 is a global 
pandemic, life threatening and creat ing 
much uncertainty. The result  is panic, 
fear, isolat ion, anxiety, st igmatisat ion, 
?coronaphobia?, hoarding and anger. The 
impact is an escalat ion of mental health 
challenges and social breakdown, 
especially among the mentally and 
psychologically vulnerable? the poor, 
jobless, mentally-ill, depressed, and 
anyone already living with domestic violence and abuse.
Lockdown and quarant ine have limited freedom to socialise and 
curtailed social support ive networks, including church life. 

Helplessness, hopelessness, and isolat ion amplify mental health 
and trauma challenges. As some batt le denial and anger, others 
are stressed and anxious facing massive job losses as mega 
companies and industries collapse. A meta-analysis in 2020 of up 
to 36 heterogeneous studies covering a populat ion of 117,044 
on COVID-19 mental health impact indicates the prevalence of 
29.6 percent stress, 31.9 percent anxiety, and 33.7 percent 
depression. The current concern is that as nat ions concentrate 
on controlling the spread of the virus and medical t reatment for 
the infected, mental health needs are not receiving the required 
urgent attent ion.

Of course, the virus impacts physical health, with ailments such as 
cough, fever, fat igue, headache, diarrhoea, sore throat, loss of taste 
or smell, as well as acute respiratory distress. Scient ists know that 
COVID-19 is mutat ing, begging the quest ion whether the vaccines 
in clinical t rials will catch up with the self-transforming virus. 
Never before have so many scient ists focused on a single research 
topic as top laboratories labor for a breakthrough, not only for 
vaccines, but for a cure as well.

Disorientat ion in t imes of 
trauma
In my book Christian Counselling, 
I discuss the reality of disorientat ion in 
t imes of trauma? where, in a world 
that was orderly and predictable, 
things suddenly became disordered 
and errat ic. At such t imes, many are 
asking quest ions such as: ?Why has this 
happened??; ?Why me??

Soon after the Rwanda genocide of 
1994, our Oasis Africa team of 
professional trauma psychologists 
were among the first  to enter Rwanda. In the three years of our 
trauma counselling program, we often faced the ?why? quest ion as 
we all t ried to understand the genocide where in 100 days, 
800,000 people were killed with machetes and rifles. In one of our 
meetings, a young woman asked, ?Where was God when my whole 
family and villagers died?? As the room rang with the silence that 
followed, an elderly man named Bizimungu, translated ?God sees 
me?, stood up and said, ?I too have struggled for many days with 

Dr. Gladys Mwit i, from Nairobi, Kenya is a Langham Scholar and clinical psychologist. 
She is the Founder and CEO of Oasis Africa ? a pan-African professional counselling and behavioral health care 
organisat ion. She is also a member of the Langham Partnership Internat ional Council. 
Her art icle was first  published in January 2021 as part  of the Lausanne Global Analysis and has been very slight ly 
edited for its inclusion here. 
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that quest ion. I have come to realise that God was always there
? in each of our villages and situat ions, holding us and weeping 
with us.? Bizimungu?s words echoed African perspect ives on 
theodicy? a theological perspect ive that tries to affirm divine 
just ice despite the suffering in the world, suffering that so often 
seems arbitrary and gratuitous. The word ?theodicy? was coined by 
the German philosopher Leibniz, and is based on two Greek words, 
theos or ?God? and dike or ?just ice?.

In t imes of suffering and t rauma during this COVID-19 
pandemic, God is with us as we mourn the departed and 
protect  ourselves from the virus.

Self-care and other care in crisis

Biblical lament
In t imes of peril, since we know that God is with us, we can pract ice 
the discipline of lament. In the book of Psalms, David teaches us 
the secret of lament. For example, in Psalms 41 and 42, we learn to 
openly pour our hearts to God who does not frown at our thoughts 
and does not expect a nicely packaged prayer from his hurt ing 
confused children. When we know that God is with us, sees the 
storm we are in, and knows our pain, we can approach him with our 
tears, fears, and doubts. Lamenting in God?s presence is the 
beginning of spiritual self-care in t imes of crisis. This spiritual 
discipline goes hand-in-hand with pract icing the disciplines of 
prayer, Bible reading, and worship.

The pract ice of self-care and other care
Other pract ices of self-care involve physical care? sleeping well, 
exercise, drinking much water, eat ing balanced meals? and mental 
care. Taking care of the mind involves adapting ourselves to the 
new reality, especially managing isolat ion with thanksgiving for the 
simple joys that brighten our lives? the fact that we are alive, the 
sound of a child?s laughter, even the smell of our favorite food.

The pract ice of self-care and other-care involves creat ing 
community? cherishing and celebrat ing our relat ionships with 
family members, neighbors, relat ives, and others in the community. 
These pract ices enhance resilience? our ability to bounce back 
into healthy living once the crisis is over. With children, rout ine 
helps because children especially thrive where there is 
order? maintaining school hours, planning for fun creat ive 
act ivit ies, and rewarding adherence to house rules including 
COVID-19 prevent ion care.

Job loss and loss of loved ones result  in shock and confusion. 
Disrupt ion of mourning rituals and funeral rites makes the loss 
even harder to bear. Holding on to family and faith community, 
celebrat ing the life of the departed, are part  of self-care and care 
for those affected.

The role of the church during COVID-19
Lockdown during COVID-19 has impacted the global church in 
unprecedented ways. Christ ians? whose lives revolve around 
worship gatherings, ministering, building community in small 
groups, meeting, and encouraging one another? were suddenly 

thrown into disarray. No meetings, no ministries, no gatherings, 
no weddings, no Holy Communion. The church did not know and 
st ill does not know how to deal with this disorientat ion. The result  
has been termed an ?anaemic? response that has left  many 
members floundering, deprived of spiritual comfort  and vivacity.

The common COVID-19 message from the church globally is: 
?We?re closed. We?ll let  you know when we open again.? 
As a community of care, besides conduct ing online worship and 
Bible study, the church should mobilise it s members to care for 
the needy and voice a message of hope to the nat ion. These days, 
too often the only media message we hear is about numbers of the 
infected, the dead, and polit ical shenanigans.

Conclusion
What  does God require 
of us? In the midst  of 
COVID-19, God desires 
that  we take t ime to 
understand the signs of 
the t imes, become 
bearers of hope, pract ice 
holist ic self-care, adapt  to 
the new normal from 
home to church and 
community, create caring 
communit ies, and learn to 
speak out  words of total 
dependence on our 
all-knowing God.

?Though the fig tree does 
not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop 
fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in 
the pen and no catt le in the stalls, 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior. 

The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet 
of a deer, he enables me to tread on the heights?. (Hab 3:17-19 NIV)
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We were really pleased with our John Stot t  Centenary 
webinar held back in April. If  you missed it  then, you can 
st ill watch it  on our website ? au.langham.org

If you want to read more about John Stott  and his books, 
you might also like to see these websites:

johnstot t .org 
Here you can read about his life and impact, listen to some of 
his sermons and download the free e-book Jesus is Lord ? a call 
to radical discipleship. Langham will be maintaining this website 
indefinitely.

johnstot t100.org 
is a website hosted by Langham on behalf of a few of Stott?s 
main publishers. The focus of the site is on Stott?s books, 
which you will find in 44 languages, taking the total to over 
500 books! This website will only be act ive unt il mid-2022.



It  is with great pleasure that we 
introduce to you our newest 
Scholar to be supported by 
Langham Australia. Joseph 
Byamukama is a Ugandan Bible 
college teacher who works at 
Calvary Chapel Bible College, in 
the capital Kampala, as a Greek 
Teaching Assistant, tutor and 
Bible Teacher. Joseph also writes 
for The Gospel Coalition Africa, 
and volunteers in other 
ministries in Uganda. He is 
married to Daphne and they 
have one son, Abaho (aged 2).

Joseph earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Construct ion 
Management from Makerere 

University in Uganda and a Master of Divinity from 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in the US. Joseph believes 
that Christ ians should be equipped with the essent ial biblical 
interpret ive skills to discern and defend the faith, especially the 
exclusivity of Christ , in an increasingly pluralist ic context. In 
response to this need, Joseph founded Veracity Fount, a ministry 
that aims to research and resource the Church in Uganda for its 
renewal. He believes that Ugandan Christ ians must be equipped to 
respond to the quest ions unique to the African context, without 
compromising the truths of the faith. As such, he envisions a 
Ugandan Church equipped and equipping for God's mission.

Joseph will study on a ?split  site? basis, spending the majority of 
his t ime in Uganda and cont inuing to work as he studies. Once 
the borders open up, Joseph will make several visits to Australia 
to work on his PhD at Ridley College in Melbourne.

When asked how we can pray for him, Joseph has replied: 
?? please pray for Uganda. The pandemic is making life too 
difficult  for people, and there's no end in sight. Lockdowns have 
made schooling hard, with many schools closing completely and 
students unable to study. Job losses and business closures mean 
many struggles to make ends meet. Pray also for churches in 
Uganda to know how to minister to their people without the 
benefit  of Zoom or the internet. As for us as a family, please pray 
for us to have a growing hunger for God, and for us to know how 
to serve our people.?

Can you give to help support Joseph through his studies? 
Please be in touch with us if you can help towards this need.

The mult iplicat ion effect is one of the fundamental principles underpinning Langham?s work: our programs are 
designed to mult iply the impact of each dollar, by training and equipping leaders who, in turn, train and equip others.   
Many mission agencies realise that the most effect ive way to evangelise a people group is to train and support the 
local Church in evangelism, rather than sending one missionary to ?do the work? of evangelism by themselves. This is 
why we train Scholars. Impact evaluat ion of this program tells us that each PhD Scholar trains on average more than 
7000 addit ional students over a 25 year career, compared to those without their doctorate. With more than 70 
Scholars current ly studying for their PhD, the mult iplicat ion effect over the next 25 years will see almost half a 
million pastors, preachers and leaders trained by these Scholars.

Similarly, the Preaching Program does not simply train a pastor in faithful, relevant biblical preaching. Independent evaluation found that after 
training, 91% of participants go on to train on average 61 other people in Bible study and Bible teaching skills. Each year, well over half a 
million people will benefit from the Preaching program in addition to congregations blessed by clear faithful, and relevant expository preaching.
And of course we all know that one book can have a transformational effect on communit ies and nat ions as well as the individual.
These figures translate into real stories of real people making a difference. Gladys Mwit i has impacted thousands following her Langham 
Scholarship, and impacts us today through her writ ing. The Indonesian preaching graduates have begun training others in neighbouring 
Malaysia, in addit ion to the work they?re doing in their own country.
Sometimes it  seems as though the contribut ion we are able to make is small. However the Lord who multiplied the loaves and fishes is again 
multiplying limited resources into major blessing across the Majority World. He has always shown His power through using the weak and 
least likely, so that the glory is rightfully seen to be His alone. Langham Partnership in Australia is small in number, and relies on the faithful 
contribut ions of many who are giving sacrificially. Be encouraged that your gifts are being mult iplied to have an effect and impact beyond 
our imagining, through the grace and generosity of God. Thank you.

Gillean Smiley, Langham Australia Executive Officer writes: 
Be encouraged that your gifts are being mult iplied ...

ON MISSION WITH CHRIS WRIGHT 
New podcasts features conversations with Christian leaders around the Majority World. 

Each week, Chris helps listeners discover how much wisdom the church in 
the west has to gain from their sisters and brothers around the world. 

Visit  our website or your favourite Podcast  plat form to listen and learn.

Introducing our newest ?Aussie? Scholar: 
Joseph Byamukama

Pictured: Joseph and Daphne
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