
trainers at the vanguard of each movement.
LC: What do you consider the three top lessons that a 
good preacher needs to learn?
PW: Remain in the Bible for the duration of a message, 
with a commitment to be faithful and clear. Work hard to 
be a ‘double listener’ (John Stott) to both text and context. 
Recognize that God sees everything and so determine to 
be a godly person of integrity.
LC: What are some of the differences you have observed 
between western-style preaching and preaching in some 
parts of the Majority World? Or is there a difference?
PW: Western people can assume too quickly that preach-
ing in the Majority Word needs to be all about 

Langham Preaching partners with 
national leaders around the world 
to nurture indigenous biblical 

preaching movements for pastors and 
lay preachers. 

First, Langham hosts multi-level 
seminars (Levels 1-3) focusing on 
practical, biblically based train-
ing. Preachers learn how to study the 
Bible correctly, how to craft relevant and 
biblically accurate sermons, and how to 
present them well.

Langham then trains local preaching 
facilitators. These groups ensure that 
local preachers will continue to train, 
sharpen each other’s skills, and pass their knowledge 
along. Vigorous and biblical preaching movements are born 
and continue strong in countries around the world.  

Langham Canada spoke to Paul Windsor, international 
director of Langham Preaching to find out even more.
LC: What is the most important thing you would like Ca-
nadian donors to know about Langham Preaching around 
the world?
PW: That we are about movement and about multiplication. 
This is not a conference ministry. This is not homiletics-
by-extension. This is an investment in the viral spread of 
biblical preaching movements because of the primary com-
mitment to the training of indigenous trainers. We plan and 
pray for 75 such preaching movements, with a dozen local 
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You make 
Langham Preaching

An Interview With 
Paul Windsor
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Langham Preach-
ing is an invest-
ment in the viral 
spread of biblical 
preaching move-
ments, says Paul 
Windsor.

Possible



story. While story has a place, what we hear is a desire 
to be able to teach the Bible in a way that is simple and 
compelling. That need is everywhere. Another constant – 
everywhere – is the steady diet of topical preaching which 
the people of God receive. While such preaching has a 
role to play, the ‘meat and potatoes’ needs to be preaching 
that lives in a specific Bible passage for the duration of the 
sermon, freeing the meaning of the passage to become the 
message of the sermon.
LC: It must be wonderful to see a preacher progress 
through the different levels of Langham Preaching. Can you 
tell us what a typical preacher is like at the beginning? And 
then at the end?
PW: One of our challenges is that pastors with experience 
do not think they need our training. This means that we 
work a lot with the grassroots, with people who have had 
fewer educational opportunities, and with people who are 
learning in the midst of ministry. They arrive lacking confi-
dence with handling the Bible. But we minimize the theory 
and maximize the practice as much as we can and slowly 
the confidence and competence comes.
LC: Part of the Langham DNA is encouraging mentor-
ing and passing along the learning. How does Langham 
Preaching make sure that happens?
PW: Yes, it could be said that in Langham Preaching train-

ing preachers is just a means to a greater 
end - the training of trainers of preach-

ers. That is how committed we are to 
movement and multiplication. 

These local, mother-tongue trainers are the key people 
in this ministry. And we do our best to immerse them in the 
key strategy - what we call the preaching club. These are 
regular, smaller gatherings for prayer and practice in which 
people support each other and hold each other account-
able. Our goal is have every local trainer leading their own 
preaching club.
LC: Thank you Paul!  n

Join us to get the SABC and other Langham 
commentaries in as many hands as possible

The Church in the majority World continues to grow; 
yet pastors and leaders lack the biblical books and 
study materials written in their language, and from 

their culture, to grow in their understanding of god’s Word 
and strengthen the Church they are growing through their 
leadership. 

We know that strong leaders make strong churches. 
strong churches make strong believers. And strong believ-
ers change the world. 

That is why Langham Canada is inviting you into a 
special initiative to help provide The South Asia Bible Com-
mentary (sABC) in hindi – and other Langham Commen-
taries – to pastors and leaders to help them minister to the 
growing Church.

The sABC, for example, is a unique commentary that in-
cludes culturally specific insights into what God’s word has 
to say about the caste system and violence against women, 
among other crucial issues.

The sABC was written by south Asian Christians for 
the south Asian Church. That is what the ministry of Lang-
ham does so well, and why it aligns so closely with the 
Canadian sensibility: we are partnering with our sisters 
and brothers to help them strengthen the Church where 
they live and serve. 

Let’s get the sABC into the hands of the leaders who need 
it. Your gifts help deliver valuable books into the hands and the 
libraries of church leaders in majority World countries.

Langham is also working hard right now, to develop 
and strategically place the Latin Contemporary Bible Com-
mentary in Portuguese and The Africa Bible Commentary 
in hausa.  n

2

Langham’s international ministries director played 
a key role at regent College’s 2015 Pastor’s con-
ference as well as speaking at Langham events 

in the area. Langham friends met with Chris Wright 
at granville Chapel and heard updates on Langham 
Preaching, Langham Literature and Langham scholars. 

Chris was also the keynote speaker at the Vancouver 
Christian Business and Professional Association.

Canada will welcome Chris Wright back in February, 
as he offers the downey Theology Lectures at Ambrose 
University in Calgary on Feb.10 and 11th. If you are 
a Langham friend in Calgary, please contact us at 
Canada@langham.org so we can connect you with 
Chris at some point during his visit!

You can donate online at www.langham.org, and 
choose Langham Literature from the pull down 
menu on the Canada Helps page. Or you may 
choose to mail in a donation to: Langham Part-
nership Canada, 227 Bloor Street East, Toronto, 
Ont., M4W 1C8 and indicate if you would like 
your gift directed to this special distribution of 
Langham Literature resources. 

Chris Wright in 
Vancouver and 
coming up in 
Calgary



On sunday morning, we looked 
up, and the sky was full of birds 
– great black birds, circling and 

swooping. The words, “The eagles are 
coming!” rang in my head.  But these 

were not eagles coming to the rescue, they were kites, 
and they were gathering because cooks labouring over 
great open fires were preparing a banquet for seven hun-
dred invited guests.

Later that afternoon, the bells of the Cathedral Church 
of the redemption in delhi, india, rang out to celebrate 
the launch of the South Asia Bible Commentary.  Then the 
organ roared out the opening hymn, “Praise to the Lord the 
Almighty the King of creation” and a procession including 
bishops, archbishops and church leaders from many de-

3

Thank god, i have done all my coursework and 
language exams and currently am in the stage 
of Comprehensive exams of my study. 

My first Comps, which I will take in the 
beginning of november is on the histori-
cal survey of doctrine of scripture. That 
is, i will try to understand how the Church, 
from the Patristic to the early modern era, 
view the Bible (e.g. its nature and author-
ity as well as its relationship vis-a-vis tra-
dition) and the ways in which the Church 
in different eras approach the Bible (i.e. 
issues biblical interpretation). 

This survey will give a necessary back-
drop to my proposed dissertation project, 
which is on the character of the reader/
interpreter of scripture. 

Besides preparing for the Comps, i 
have been working on several academic 
presentations at some conferences, such 
as eTs regional (march 2015), Wycliffe 
Center of scripture and Theology (may 
2015), CeTA (october 2015), and sBL/
AAr (november 2015). 

These all help me to get both scholarly 
feedback for my work as well as academic 
experiences of presenting at many differ-
ent levels and audience. Lastly, on 26 may 

2015 we just have our second child (first son) Theo 
gregory Wen. Praise be to god!  n

An update – and thanks! – from Langham Canada Scholar 
Chandra Wim (at Wycliffe College, Toronto)

South Asia Bible Commentary Launches in India
Canadian editor Isobel Stevenson describes what it was like to see 
this important book celebrated into life

nominations in india marched down the aisle, for a special 
service of thanksgiving. 

As the sole Canadian, and one of only two women in the 
procession, my heart was very full. At the same time, my 
feet felt very strange – i am not used to marching into church 
barefoot!  But so were all the others in the procession.  in 
india, people still remove their shoes to indicate their respect 
for a sacred space, and we were to carry symbolic gifts up 
the altar as well as the bread and wine for the communion 
service and a copy of the South Asia Bible Commentary.  

The symbolic gifts included two that must have baffled 
anyone who searched my suitcase en route – two stones. 
one came from a Canadian river, the other from a moun-
tain in Africa. They represented north America and Africa, 
two continents whose people had also contributed page 4 8
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to the completion of this great project by their giving and by 
their work as editors and proofreaders. 

The service was followed by a ceremony outside the 
church at which the Vice-President of India officially 
launched the commentary, school children danced and a 
sitar player performed. Then there was dinner -- a five star 
dinner prepared in a one-star kitchen! The food was mem-
orable, but even more so was the joy of seeing the fruit of 
eight years of hard labour, the joy of those who received 
it, and the joyous expectation of what it may accomplish.

one example can illustrate this: A day or two before the 
launch, dr. Paul swarup found someone standing in his 
office leafing through a copy of the commentary that lay on 
the table. The man turned to Paul and exclaimed, “i can 
understand this!” 

may that be true of all who read this commentary! may 
they not only understand the words, but also understand 
how to live for the glory of god in south Asia.  n

Thank you all for all you have done 
to make this possible!

My studies are going on well. i have now 
officially completed all the course work 
requirements and comprehensive exams; 

also, my dissertation proposal has been approved. 
i am now working on chapter one of the disserta-
tion. i shall be traveling to Kenya with a team from 

mission Baptist Church, hamilton, 
ontario, for a short-term missions 
trip starting november 18th to de-
cember 2nd. in addition to preach-
ing and seminars, we hope to visit 
a children’s home and a Christian 
private hospital. Please join us in 
praying for this trip. After our mis-
sions, i hope to do research for my 
dissertation until the first week of 
February. Thank you so much for 
your support and prayers.  n

David Kirwa 
Tarus, Lang-
ham Scholar, 
McMaster Div-
inity College

David Kirwa Tarus offers 
an update on his studies


