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Langham Preaching in Mongolia
translation from English. Despite these 
pressures and limitations, most pastors 
have a good foundation in the truth, a 
desire to learn and a commitment to 
evangelism and missions. As a result the 
church has grown rapidly and currently 
there are about 600 churches and 400 
pastors in Mongolia. 

However, in the last few years church 
growth has slowed as prosperity has 
increased. Also, unhelpful trends and 
teachings from overseas are starting to 
in�uence some churches. 

In this context, Langham Preaching 
is working to help establish strong 
foundations for the future. By 
encouraging a con�dence in the word 
of God and modelling good Bible study 
and preaching practices, even with 
limited resources, pastors will be able to 
strengthen their ability to discern error 
and stand �rm.

The next training is planned for April 2019. 
Chris Wright has been 
invited to facilitate this 
with a focus on the OT. 
Plans are also in place to 
have his book “Sweeter 
than Honey” translated 
into Mongolian in time for 
this visit.

Pray for the leadership 
of Bayar and Puje in 
Langham and in the 
wider church. Pray also 
for all those who have 
attended 

“This is the first time I have learned what preaching is and how to do it correctly”
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training 
workshops 
that they 
will use 
what they have learned 
and will continue to attend preaching 
clubs to keep learning and growing. Pray 
especially for the translation of the Bible 
into Mongolian and for the translation 
and publication of “Sweeter than Honey” 
in time for the training in 2019.

Philip Nicholson 
Langham Preaching 

East Asia Regional CoordinatorEast Asia Regional Coordinator

into Mongolian in time for 

Faithful, clear, relevant: this sign was stuck on the front lectern throughout the training seminar as a reminder of what all preaching should be.

2018 Mongolia classroom

Puje and Bayar (CCs)

2018 Mongolia training group

Faithful, clear, relevant: this 

Pastors in Mongolia have a desire 
to serve God but lack training and 
have limited resources. In April 

this year, 30 pastors began Langham 
Preaching training with a hunger to know 
how to preach God’s word well. (This is 
the second cohort as 25 people have 
already completed 3 years of Langham 
training.) Apart from pastoring churches, 
attendees are involved in outreach to 
alcoholics, doing Bible translation, writing 
worship songs, and many other ministries 
across the nation. Half of this group came 
from rural areas, some traveling by bus for 
30 hours to attend. They were especially 
invited so that preaching clubs can be 
established across the country to spread 
the commitment to biblical preaching.

Mongolians love to ask questions, 
o�er ideas, argue and laugh together. 
The training sessions were lively and 
interactive. At the end of the week, many 
people shared that they planned to return 
to their churches and share what they had 
learned with other pastors, preachers and 
teachers.

The ministry of Langham is headed up 
by local pastors Bayar and Puje. Bayar is 
currently serving with the United Bible 
Societies producing the �rst Mongolian 
Bible translated from the original 
languages. Puje was one of the �rst 
converts in Mongolia after the end of 
Communism in 1990. Apart from pastoring 
a church, and teaching younger pastors, 
he also writes many of the songs being 
sung in Mongolian churches. Together 
they facilitate Langham workshops, 
organise and support the preaching 
clubs, and encourage those trained to 
train others in their church networks. 

The church in Mongolia is young, 
having been reborn after the 
democratic revolution in 1990. So 
almost all church leaders are �rst 
generation believers and relatively 
young. Many pastors have to support 
themselves �nancially with a second 
job. There are few Bible study tools in 
Mongolian and the current Bible is a 
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Inspired by Jesus to Serve  
the Marginalized

Bekele Deboch Anshiso is an experienced 
evangelist among some of the most 

deprived members of Ethiopian society. 
His thesis on Jesus’ identi�cation with 

marginalized people has recently been 
published by the Langham Monographs 

imprint. He shares his life story, and his 
hopes for this important research:

It was more than 30 years ago that I 
heard about the life and ministry of 
British missionary Hudson Tayler, who 

worked in China. Pastor Tesfaye Gabbiso, 
one of a few �rst Ethiopian gospel singers, 
shared about Taylor’s single-minded 
life and ministry among the poor and 
destitute in China. He also said that 
Taylor’s work bore fruit ‘that would last 
forever’. I was greatly impressed by this 
testimony, and began praying that I would 
follow in his footsteps.

Even though, as a high school student, I 
had no money to go anywhere, I decided 
to go to the northern part of Ethiopia, 
the most unreached area in the country. I 
talked to a friend, Tefera, who is originally 
from there, who told me that people in 
the north do not know about Jesus.

Befriending the poor

I then sold my jacket, which was a gift 
from another friend, and Tefera was so 
impressed that he sold his beautiful watch 
to pay for transportation; and we travelled 
to di�erent places in the north. I was there 
for 25 years, evangelising and planting 
churches. One of the ways I used to reach 
young and poor people was to talk to 
shoe cleaners in di�erent groups in small 
towns. I �rst made friendships with them, 
and they have remained my friends.

Having talked to my church’s leaders in 
Ethiopia, Dr John Stott invited me to join 
All Nations Christian College in England to 
study mission. I did this from 2004–2006. 
I then moved to Spurgeon’s College and 
did “Discipleship in the Gospel of Mark”.

Discipleship in the UK and 
Ethiopia

It was so great to study such a great 
lesson. I submitted my dissertation on 25 
April 2008 in the morning, and returned to 
Ethiopia on the same day in the evening! 
For me, discipleship is following Jesus 
everywhere — from Spurgeon’s College 
in the UK, to the Ethiopian rural areas to 
make disciples in those young and small 
churches.

After three and half years’ ministry in 
Ethiopia, I joined Stellenbosch University 
in South Africa. I did my dissertation 
on “Jesus and the Marginalized and the 
Liminal: The Messianic Identity in Mark.” 
On the �rst day of our meeting before 
I began writing my dissertation, my 
supervisor, Professor Jeremy Punt, said 
“Bekele, for some people, studying for a 
PhD is the highest level of knowledge but 
for others it is just a beginning of learning 
something important”. This was very 
challenging to me.

I also continued to learn about the 
identity of Jesus our Lord who avoided 

all great titles for himself but chose 
to be a humble servant of many 
(Mark 10:45). He did not only identify 
himself with the marginalized and 
the liminal people in the lower 
level, but also he was extremely 
marginalized himself for us on 
the Roman’s cross. Unlike many 
religious leaders including his 
�rst followers and “Messiahs” of 
the �rst century as well as many 
so-called prophets and apostles 
of our day, Jesus rejected all 
the bene�ts and great titles for 
himself in order to serve all.

Many joys in the Lord

While I was at Stellenbosch University in 
Cape Town, I was busy serving millions 
of marginalized and liminal Ethiopian 
diaspora in many towns and rural areas of 
South Africa. The people are marginalized 
and liminal in many ways. I used to go 
to several towns and provinces during 
those �ve years to teach them in my 
mother tongue and to preach in the 
common language they understand. 
Finally, following the same Jesus, I have 
returned to my former ministry in Ethiopia 
although it is hard for me and my young 
family for many reasons.

Now I have found that it is a great 
privilege to experience what I learned 
about Jesus as one of His (Jesus’s) 
students. So, I do all things with many joys 
in the Lord!

Finally, reading and understanding my 
little book, my hope and greatest desire 
for myself, as well as for Christian leaders 
and preachers, is to deeply think of and 
understand Mark’s Jesus. He was ignored, 
and rejected all great titles for himself, 
identifying with all human beings by 
coming down from heaven to earth to be 
born in the small country of Israel.

Jesus among the despised, 
outcast and marginalized

“He was not known as Jesus of Bethlehem 
in Judea — a region of the elite, but as 
Jesus of Nazareth, a small and unwanted 
town in Galilee, the region of the most 
despised and outcast people; eventually 
He died on the cross in order to lift us all 
up from the grave and to share his victory 
with those who declare or confess ‘Jesus is 
truly the Son of God’.

Bekele has a wife and three children, and 
he is a part time lecturer of New Testament 

Studies at Ethiopian Graduate School 
of Theology, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. He 

has published several articles in Amharic 
(Ethiopian national language) in Ethiopia, 

as well as in South Africa.
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Celebrating 10 years of Langham Preaching in Vanuatu 

All Asia Langham Preaching Forum

Thank You Dinner for Australian Facilitators

In May this year, following a week of Langham Preaching training, a special event was held to 
celebrate 10 years of Langham Preaching in Vanuatu. Steve Williams, Regional Coordinator for 
Langham Preaching in the South Paci�c, writes that it “…was beautifully done: outside under a 

shelter in a suggestion of the Feast of Booths, in honour of Nehemiah 8. [Note — Nehemiah 8 is a key 
passage for Langham Preaching. It describes how the people of God, returned from exile, listened to 
the Word of God as it was preached to them. Verse 8 says “They read from the Book of the Law of God, 

making it clear and giving the meaning so that the 
people understood what was being read.”] At the 
anniversary celebration, Steve Gibb preached (in 
Bislama, the local language) from John 7 on Jesus’ 
words at that feast. It was a joy to have him and 
other guests with us who have been key to this 
work in Vanuatu: Rosemary and Andy Williamson 
[previous teachers at Talua Bible College; 
Rosemary had translated the training materials 
used the week before into Bislama] and Andy 
Shudall from New Zealand”.

Celebrating 10 years of Langham Preaching in Vanuatu 

shelter in a suggestion of the Feast of Booths, in honour of Nehemiah 8. [Note — Nehemiah 8 is a key 
passage for Langham Preaching. It describes how the people of God, returned from exile, listened to 
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making it clear and giving the meaning so that the 
people understood what was being read.”] At the 
anniversary celebration, Steve Gibb preached (in 
Bislama, the local language) from John 7 on Jesus’ 
words at that feast. It was a joy to have him and 
other guests with us who have been key to this 
work in Vanuatu: Rosemary and Andy Williamson 
[previous teachers at Talua Bible College; 
Rosemary had translated the training materials 
used the week before into Bislama] and Andy 
Shudall from New Zealand”.

W 
hat a pleasure and privilege it was to be part of the All Asia Langham Preaching Forum in Bangkok recently (I was able to 
be there as I was in Bangkok visiting family). It was an opportunity to learn about the ministry, fellowship with the Langham 

family and hear about the work in countries right across Asia. Over the last 15 years or so there has been much growth in expository 
preaching. Participants were encouraged to consolidate this growth by doing whatever they can to get those who 
attend Preaching seminars to become active participants in preaching clubs.

“Simply participating in an 
annual preaching seminar is 
not enough to transform your 
preaching BUT practicing what 
you have learned at the seminar 
in combination with passing 
it on to others is enough to 
transform your preaching, 
under God’s good hand.” 

Jenny Bawden

preaching. Participants were encouraged to consolidate this growth by doing whatever they can to get those who 
attend Preaching seminars to become active participants in preaching clubs.

you have learned at the seminar 
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Australia punches above its 
weight in providing international 
facilitators for Langham Preaching 

training around the world. In the South 
Paci�c, where Stephen Williams is now 
the Regional Coordinator, Australians 
have contributed a lot including Tim 
Johnson (of Diamond Creek, Melbourne) 
for several years in PNG, as did Andrew 
Reid (formerly of Holy Trinity Doncaster, 
Melbourne). When Paul Barker was 
Regional Coordinator for Asia, Australian 
colleagues were often called on: 
Wayne Schuller (Berwick, Melbourne) 
in Mongolia, Kanishka Ra�el (Dean of 
Sydney) and Peter Adam (Melbourne) in 
Sri Lanka, Rory Shiner (Perth) in Thailand, 
Wei Han Kuan (CMS Victoria) in Malaysia 
and Dave Walter (AFES Queensland) in 
Vietnam. In addition, Australians serving 

overseas have been heavily involved, 
including Steve Sonneman when he 
served in Pakistan, and Mark Simon 
and Jon Gunthorpe in Indonesia. Phil 
Nicholson, based in Taiwan, is the current 
Regional Coordinator for East Asia. Former 
missionary Sam Reeve (Cross Culture 
Church Melbourne) has returned to 
Pakistan with Langham and Mike Raiter 
(Centre for Biblical Preaching, Melbourne) 
has helped facilitate in Vietnam.

Recognising these invaluable 
contributions, and others, Langham 
Australia expressed thanks with a dinner 
in Melbourne, coinciding with the visit of 
Langham Preaching International Director, 
Paul Windsor in April. Langham Australia 
CEO Gillean Smiley presided at the dinner 
and the new Regional Coordinator for the 

‘big country’ in Asia, Rebecca (who is also 
a graduated Langham Scholar) came from 
Brisbane to attend.

Most of these facilitators have done 
so supported by their churches and 
ministries, often at their own expense. 
Annual visits have not only grown 
friendships and in�uence, but also 
helped hone the cross-cultural training 
expertise, as appreciation has grown 
for the invaluable ministry of Langham 
Preaching. Each facilitator at the dinner, 
along with those who could not attend, 
has been given a new Langham Preaching 
Australian handbook plus a gift book of 
Praying Through the Psalms by Yohanna 
Katanacho, published by Langham.

Paul Barker

Preaching Happenings...



Langham books speaking into 
Middle East realities 
Last June, on a small mountain on 

the outskirts of Beirut, Lebanon, 
over two hundred people gathered 

for this year’s Middle East Consultation 
(MEC) held at the Arab Baptist Theological 
Seminary (ABTS). Langham has a long 
history of close relationships with ABTS — 
as a member of the Langham Literature 
program and also through its leadership, 
faculty, alumni and students. The MEC is 
an initiative of ABTS’s Institute of Middle 
East Studies (IMES), headed up by Martin 
Accad, a Langham Scholar. Langham has 
now partnered with IMES to publish the 
fruit of these consultations, establishing 
the IMES Series for current and future 
publications.

The topic for this year’s event was “Jesus 
Christ and the Religious Other: Toward a 
Biblical Understanding of Islam.” Keynote 
speakers led challenging sessions on how 
to connect with the “religious other,” 
focusing on Muslims, but also addressing 
a wide range of other groups, from Hindus 
to Humanists. The days began with 
excellent Bible teaching, complemented 
by panels, forums and conversations. The 
consultation included much diversity with 
one forum looking at Orthodox, Catholic 
and Evangelical views, while another 
session included two guest speakers —  
a Muslim philosopher and a sheik.

by Jonathan Andrews, this book is 
the output of last year’s consultation, 
including material from last year’s 
speakers. It seeks to inspire Christians 
worldwide to stand alongside people 
that are living through trauma and to 
provoke everyone, in the Middle East 
and elsewhere, to ask what they should 
be doing to encourage transformation of 
societies to the glory of God.

Several other recently published books by 
Langham with relevance to the MEC and 
with links to ABTS were also promoted 
during the launch. A second book 
that was presented was Challenging 
Tradition: Innovation in Advanced 
Theological Education, which includes 
contributions from educators around the 
world, and was edited by Perry Shaw and 
Havilah Dharamraj, a speaker at this year’s 
consultation. The book challenges the 
current theological educational standards 
which include processes that follow a 
linear-empiricist tradition developed in 
the West which has been exported to the 
Majority World. It highlights the need for 
these traditions to be reconsidered in 
every context throughout the world and 
demonstrates how we may better prepare 
theological leadership through means 
that are contextually relevant and locally 
meaningful.

The third book was presented by Brent 
Hamoud, co-author with Rupen Das of 
Strangers in the Kingdom: Ministering 
to Refugees, Migrants and the Stateless. 
It is a concise and informative read 
that provides biblical, theological, and 
missiological foundations for ministries to 
those who have been uprooted from their 
homes and all that is familiar. Through 
these lenses we see on the one hand 
the intense ways in which displacement 
fundamentally undermines the human 
experience, but on the other hand the 
truth of our compassionate King and 
limitless Kingdom that are the source 
and the expression of a reality where 
the strangers of our world can claim and 

missiological foundations for ministries to 
those who have been uprooted from their 
missiological foundations for ministries to 
those who have been uprooted from their 

Another important Langham 
book that will speak into Middle 
Eastern realities is the Arabic 
Contemporary Commentary 
on the Bible, currently being 
printed, to be formally launched 
in October. Please pray for the 
final stages of production and 
for e�ective distribution of this 
ground-breaking resource.

Langham books speaking into 

the output of last year’s consultation, 

speakers. It seeks to inspire Christians 
worldwide to stand alongside people 
that are living through trauma and to 
provoke everyone, in the Middle East 
and elsewhere, to ask what they should 

Gillean Smiley Langham Australia Executive O�cer writes:

a Muslim philosopher and a sheik.

The third book was presented by Brent 

Strangers in the Kingdom: Ministering 

Not Just One Book

Langham had the privilege of being 
involved in a book launch during 
the consultation for The Church 
in Disorienting Times: Leading 
Prophetically Through Adversity. Edited 

As Langham Partnership provides training, support and resources for the Majority World Church, 
our focus is on areas of poverty (both material and spiritual), pressure (sometimes even outright 
persecution) and potential (ie those places where we perceive the Church is able to make a signi�cant 

impact as God is visibly building His Kingdom).  It is not always possible to give details of work being 
undertaken, especially in areas of “pressure”.  Some parts of the world that have enjoyed an openness to the 
gospel in recent decades have again become hostile and di�cult for our brothers and sisters to gather, study 
the Word and worship.  Please join with us in prayer, that the di�culties and challenges they are experiencing 
will only strengthen their faith and commitment, and that they may �rmly hold to the truth.  As some doors 
close, praise God that He has provided for well trained and equipped leaders behind those doors, to serve the 
Church in their context.

experience the fullness of belonging. The 
book also provides global case studies, 
recommendations, and discussion 
questions all intended to help individuals 
and groups to consider their contexts and 
their opportunities for ministry.

New Dimension to a Long-
Standing Partnership

The ministry being done by those 
involved with ABTS and the churches 
in Beirut is inspiring — with an 
overwhelming refugee crisis set against 
the historical backdrop of serious division 
and hatred between the Lebanese and 
Syrians, many churches are rising to the 
challenge of loving and caring for the 
Muslims around them. The Resurrection 
Church, pastored by Hikmat Kashouh, 
has a congregation that is now around 
70 percent refugees. Through loving, 
forgiving and displaying the Christ-like 
character that is drawing Muslims to Jesus, 
they have gone from having 90 members 
to 1,300 and 270 life groups, in nine years.

Langham Publishing plans to continue 
producing books that arise out of the 
Consultation and IMES, thus providing a 
way for the Consultation to impact others 
around the world.



Please pray for these Langham Preaching events: 

Cut off this slip and use it to pray for Langham
’s m

inistry.
* Where countries are considered sensitive, the region is 
mentioned rather than the country.

September 9-15 Colombia, Croatia

September 16-22 South Asia, Asia

September 23-29 Sri Lanka, Sierra Leone

Sept 30- Oct 6 Asia, Mexico, Liberia(2), Zimbabwe

October 7-13 Trinidad & Tobago, Liberia

October 14-20 Colombia, Indonesia, Liberia

October 21-27 Myanmar, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Liberia

Oct- 28- Nov 3 Burundi, Thailand, Zimbabwe

November 4-10 Uganda, Liberia, Cote d’Ivoire, Sweden, 
Indonesia, DR Congo

November 11-17 South Sudan, Indonesia, Vanuatu

November 18-24 Bosnia & Herzegovina, DR Congo, 
Colombia(2), Haiti

Nov 25- Dec 1 Colombia, Zimbabwe

December 2-8 South Africa, Liberia

December 9-15 Uganda, Sierra Leone

December 23-29 Liberia

January 13-19 Ethiopia

January 20-26 Fiji

Jan 27-Feb 2 Fiji

February 3-9 Senegal, Croatia

February 10-16 Guatemala

February 17-23 Central America

March 10-16 Guyana, Colombia

Preaching Calendar Prayer Points
• Please continue to pray for Scholars studying in 

Australia: Anwar Berhe (Ethiopia) and George 
Bishai (Egypt). Anwar and his family plan to 
return to Ethiopia after Christmas, please pray 
for them as they make this transition. Pray too 
for Tha Lian Ci (Myanmar), commencing at 
Ridley College Melbourne later this year.

• Please pray for indigenous evangelical 
publishers like CLC Myanmar, CTS Publishing (Sri 
Lanka), HRIŠĆANSKA (Serbia), Logos (Romania) 
and Harmat (Hungary).  Pray for discernment 
in understanding local needs, wisdom in title 
selection, and professionalism in production. 

• The Preaching Program in Papua New Guinea 
is struggling; please pray that the work will 
be revitalised and a strong movement for 
expository preaching will be established. Pray 
too for the work as it continues in Vanuatu, Fiji 
and the Solomon Islands.

• As Langham Partnership International grows 
(to help meet the growing needs of the church 
in the Majority World), there are inevitable 
“growing pains” and issues arising that need 
to be sorted through. Pray that all in the 
international leadership and on national boards 
will have the wisdom and skills needed to help 
us grow in a way that is godly and effective.

• Pray that God will strengthen and encourage 
our staff. Pray for wisdom and creativity in 
raising more resources to support the ministry.

The dates over the page are correct at time of 
printing but may change! For a weekly emailed 
update, contact us at australia@langham.org
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My Gift
I want to —

 Give $  regularly — monthly 
/ quarterly / annually (circle whichever 
applies). 

 Give a one off gift of $   
Please make cheques payable to Langham 
Partnership (Aust) or complete card details 
over the page.

Please use my donation:

Where Most Needed

Langham Scholars

Langham Literature

Langham Preaching

My Total Donation
 Yes, I would like to receive Daily Thoughts 
along with the monthly eNews.

My Address
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr/Rev 
Family Name 

First Name 

Address 

 Postcode 

Email 

Phone 

Response Form Giving to Langham Partnership

For information on leaving a gift in your will, 
contact the office on 02 4751 9036.

The best way to give is via direct deposit into 
our bank account, as we don’t pay any bank 
fees for these transactions. Please include your 
surname on the message with your gift, so that 
we can identify and receipt it appropriately.
Our Account Details Are:  
Langham Partnership Australia  
(Westpac Springwood NSW) 
BSB: 032 837 Account Number: 144 002 
If you would like to start giving regularly (or 
want to change your mode of regular giving) 
please email australia@langham.org or call 
Jenny in the office on 02 4751 9036.  
Thank you for your support!
Credit Card Donations
Card Type: Visacard / Mastercard / Amex 
Card Number:

   

Expiry Date:   CVC: 

Name on Card: 

Signed: 

Date: / /

See website for online donations
langham.org
Langham Partnership Australia 
PO Box 530 Springwood NSW 2777

For More Information: 
Phone: 02 4751 9036 
Email: australia@langham.org

http://langham.org



