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By Steven Van Dyck,  
Executive Director, Langham Partnership Canada

During my years living in Africa, I had the privilege of seeing first-
hand the work of many organizations doing great humanitarian 
work. However, my experience has convinced me that Langham 
Partnership is among the truly effective, transformative agents for 
long-term change in the developing world. 

You might ask how that can be when Langham is not literally doing 
things like feeding the hungry or sheltering refugees or teaching 
schoolchildren. I have witnessed this work, as perhaps have you, 
and we all know it is, of course, incredibly important work. 

But Langham does something different, no less important, and I 
would argue potentially even more effective in the long run. The 
crucial difference is that Langham works so closely and deeply 
with the local church – that body of believers living out their lives 
and their calling, in communities around the world, building long-
term relationships.  

Langham is all about equipping the next generation of Bible 
teachers. As you know, we do this work through three integrated 
channels: Langham Preaching, Langham Literature and Langham 
Scholars. As the Word of God is faithfully taught and truly 
understood, and communicated into the lives of people living 
in sometimes desperate situations, the result is not just personal 
peace and comfort, but also a very important and powerful energy 
for community transformation. 

As leaders grow and strengthen in faith and ability, so do their 
churches. People find meaning and resolve to build their families, 
and to improve their communities. A deepened faith becomes the 
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bedrock foundation for the societal change that makes life better 
for the least among us. That can bring about good and powerful 
-- and yes, durable -- change in the lives of some of the poorest 
people, living in some of the most challenging conditions in the 
world today. 

I am proud of Langham. With your help, we are building the 
leaders who will build the churches that will build the countries. 
The very heart of Langham is our resolve to multiply biblical 
leaders and resources to strengthen the Global Church, so that 
the transformative healing of Jesus can speak true hope into need.  
Lives are being changed. Churches are being strengthened. 

As you read this, the eastern DR Congo is experiencing a renewed 
wave of violence and terror. It is the church leaders who are 
providing leadership and inspiration on the ground. These men 
and women – many known to me personally – have a courage that 
comes from their grounding in the Word of God, their faith having 
been tested in the most daunting circumstances. 

One such leader is George Atido, the principal of Shalom 
University in Bunia, a Langham Scholar. Shalom University took 
its name after the 2003 war in the region, when its campus became 
a place of refuge for refugees, organized by the previous principal 
Katho Bungishabaku, who has published several titles through 
Langham Publishing. 

In a very real way, the hungry are being fed, refugees are being 
sheltered and children are being taught because of the work of 
Langham Partnership. 

YOU CAN BE PART OF LANGHAM’S MISSION!

WILL YOU JOIN LANGHAM AS WE PARTNER WITH THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD, EQUIPPING 
SCHOLARS, TRAINING PREACHERS AND PRODUCING RESOURCES BY INDIGENOUS SCHOLARS,  

FOR INDIGENOUS CHURCHES? 

Please complete and return this form with your gift 
 Enclosed is a cheque payable to “Langham Partnership Canada”  

 I prefer to pay by:    MasterCard    Visa

Remember to email us at canada@langham.org to request a  Langham Introduction Pack for your church.

Canadians who leave a gift in their will to Langham Partnership Canada know that their gifts will impact 
the Global Church for years to come through the equipping work of Langham Scholars, Langham Literature 
and Langham Preaching. 

Legacy gifts – gifts left in our will to charities and organizations – enable many of us to do more than we 
could have imagined. Legacy gifts are simple to arrange and anyone can give one. 

Some people leave a designated amount from their estate to Langham, while others may choose to leave a 
percentage of their estate. It is also possible to make charities like Langham the beneficiary of an insurance 
policy, or of an RRSP or other pension plan. 

Friends who are interested in making such a gift need to know the official name of Langham which is: 
The Langham Partnership – Canada (BN:  119241537RR0001). Beyond that, we recommend that if you 
are considering a gift like this you speak first with your family or trusted advisors and then your lawyer to 
make the simple changes required. And please let us know so we can say “Thank you!” 
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How your legacy can build Langham’s legacy
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out. It will be written by scholars 
drawn from both French-speaking 
and English-speaking Africa. The 
topics covered will not be identical 
to those covered in Western 
systematic theologies because often, 
African Christians have different 
concerns. For example, Western 
theologies generally include a 
section on the existence of God. In Africa, God’s existence is not 
doubted. What is needed, however, is a section discussing whether 
Christ can be regarded as an African ancestor. The book will also 
include several chapters on Christian ethics. After all, what is ethics 
but applied theology? 

Public Theology in Africa
Several years ago, a university in Nigeria began offering a course 
on public theology, that is, on how our faith affects our life in the 
public world. Those who signed up for it included police officers, 
businesspeople, and politicians – all eager to see the Christian 
faith have an impact on public life in Africa. Now a coalition has 
gathered to produce a textbook that can be used to teach similar 
courses in institutions across Africa. The organizing team includes 
two scholars each from North Africa, Southern Africa, West 
Africa and East Africa, as well as from Francophone Africa. This 

being intentional 
about each step of the 
learning process and 
achieving the desired 
learning outcomes, is 
noteworthy. 

Many comments spoke to the amount of information that could 
be eliminated from the seminars altogether or gathered into the 
preaching club curriculum to be taught at a more appropriate time 
— “on-time teaching”. 

This from one of the two translators: ‘…the workshop was truly 
transformational for the facilitators and I do not say that lightly. For 
me “transformational” is a bit overworked as an adjective, but in 
this case I saw the teaching of the participants alter from a distinct 
“before” to a creative and participative “after”.’

I was reminded, once again, of how very much I love being in the 
classroom interacting with our Langham people. It is indeed a 
privilege and one I cherish. – Jennifer Cuthbertson, coordinator for 
trainer development, Langham Preaching 

Langham Preaching training grows
Last November, 16 Langham Preaching seminar facilitators from 
eight nations gathered in Lima, Peru, to participate in a regional 
Facilitators’ Workshop. These workshops are designed to better equip 
our facilitators in adult education and learner-centred classroom 
practices.

Latin America has an extensive process of facilitator training. They 
are familiar with adult education theory and the dialogical education 
traditions of the Brazilian educator, Paulo Freire. This knowledge 
informed their questions and reflections about classroom practices 
as we applied the various principles. 

We divided into four teaching groups — each group teaching 
one portion of a Level 1 seminar. Their self-evaluations and peer-
evaluations were thoughtful and beneficial. For example, their 
good suggestions concerning teaching visuals became an excellent 
reminder of the importance of aesthetics in how we receive 
information, process, remember, and then pass on to others what 
we have learned. 

Time and timing were also prominent. The awareness the participants 
in these workshops garner about how much time is needed when 

Canada’s Isobel Stevenson and the growing scope of Langham Literature
When Isobel Stevenson mentioned that she was handing over 
her role in the revision of the Africa Bible Commentary to a 
Jamaican editor, several people asked whether Isobel was retiring. 
Fortunately (or unfortunately, depending on how you look at it) 
she is not. Her life is fuller than ever, and the workload is growing 
as the Lord has blessed Langham’s work in the past so that our 
workbaskets are now full and running over.

Twelve years ago, all Isobel had to do was look after the Africa Bible 
Commentary. Now she has three other major projects on her desk, 
all of them exciting, all of them involving multiple authors, and all 
related in some way to the Africa Bible Commentary. 

African Systematic Theology
Members of the team who worked on the Africa Bible Commentary 
have long dreamt of writing a systematic theology that would stand 

alongside it and give 
students at African Bible 
colleges and seminaries 
a set of books produced 
by Africans for Africa. In 
early March 2018, Isobel 
returned from meetings 
in Côte d’Ivoire at which 
detailed plans for a 1000-
page book were worked 

New National Director building Langham’s network
It’s difficult to believe that it has only been approximately four months 
since Steven Van Dyck began as Langham Canada’s first Executive 
Director, a position made possible by legacy gifts from faithful 
Langham donors. Already, Steven has met with dozens of Langham 
supporters and friends, and visited many churches interested in 
Langham’s mission to equip the next generation of Bible teachers. 
He is encountering what we knew existed: many people who are just 
not familiar with the great work of Langham Partnership Canada. At 
the top of the list for Steven’s mandate is to change that unfamiliarity 
to friendship, and we are happy to report that this is happening.  
Is there someone you would like Steven to speak to about the 
work of Langham Partnership, partnering with the Church of the 
Majority World to strengthen and deepen its witness? Is there a 
church that you think should know about Langham Partnership? 
Please email us at Canada@langham.org so Steven can make that 
connection and continue to broaden the circle of Canadians who 
are passionate about the Global Church, but may not yet know 
about Langham Partnership and all we do all over the world. 

How many Langham Scholars are there around the world?
There are 303 Scholars serving in nearly 80 nations around the 
world! It is your ongoing prayerful and financial support that makes 
this possible. Thank you! 

How many preachers are engaged each year through  
Langham Preaching?
There are approximately 10,000 preachers reached in more than 60 
countries, working through hundreds of local trainers and preaching 
clubs in these regions: Central America, South America, Caribbean, 

project did not start out as a Langham project; it was organized by 
a network of theologians in Africa. However, because of our work 
with the Africa Bible Commentary and Hippo Books, the team 
approached Langham and asked us to take responsibility for the 
editorial oversight of this project. It will be exciting to work on a 
project that tackles issues like corruption and nepotism that are 
endemic in Africa and across much of the rest of the world. 

The Central Eastern European Bible Commentary
Over the years, the Africa Bible Commentary has been the catalyst 
for many similar projects. The Slavic Bible Commentary came out 
a few years ago, and the Arabic Bible Commentary is almost ready 
to be launched.  Yet another offshoot is starting up in Central 
Eastern Europe. Isobel has been asked to be the editorial adviser on 
this project. In May, she will be meeting with a team in Budapest 
to train some of the writers and to prepare their editor for the 

enormous task ahead of her. 

The vision for all of these projects did not begin in the West, but 
had its origin in the Majority World. Langham is not organizing 
them. Rather, Langham has been asked to come alongside because 
we can offer needed technical skills in the area of publishing. 
That fits in perfectly with how Langham sees its role. It is why 
we are called the Langham Partnership rather than the Langham 
Organization. 

Europe, West Africa, Southern Africa, Central Africa, East Africa, 
Middle East, North Africa, North & Central Asia, South Asia, East 
Asia, India, China and the South Pacific. Thank you! 

We all know about the Africa Bible Commentary. What impact 
has it had?
The commentary has been hugely influential, with more than 
200,000 copies already sold in more than six languages, with two 
more translations in the works. Thank you! 

Did you know that one trained Langham Scholar, over their 
lifetime, can impact thousands of lives? 
This is because:

82% equip students who launch ministries, churches and 
schools

42%  launch new churches and ministries

22%  advise governments and NGOS 

Langham’s book distribution programs transform Bible  
colleges as:

40% have gained accreditation because their libraries have 
acquired books from Langham over the years

61% of colleges have been able to expand their student 
enrollment, by up to 22%, thanks to Langham books

27%  added on average 3 new courses because of books 
received from Langham 


